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	Four-Way Test Speech Contest

2022-2023 Rotary Club Guidebook

Rotary District 5500

District Governor: Dr. Anita McDonald



2022-2023 TOPIC

Using the Rotary Four Way Test as the guideline:” How can the Rotary Four Way Test promote the inclusion of and equitable acceptance of people in culturally diverse communities?”

(Communities could be where someone lives, goes to school, organizations they belong to, where they work)
Contest rules and information for student participants are in the 2022-2023 Participant Guidebook.

Arranging the Competition

The contest is conducted in three steps: the Club competition, the Regional competition, and the District competition. Club Presidents are responsible for the Club-level competition, and Assistant Governors are responsible for Regional competitions. Club presidents can assign the competition to an individual or a committee. Assistant Governors can appoint a Regional speech contest coordinator.

1. Dates: The District competition will be held virtually April 15th, 2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Club and Regional Competitions should be scheduled and completed in time to allow for preparation for the District competition. With that in mind, it is thought that Regional competition should be completed if possible no later than two weeks prior to the District competition.
2. Conduct: Arrange for judges and timekeepers. You will need three judges and a timekeeper. (Specifics for judging procedures are found later in this document.) For the Club and Regional competitions, having the contest as a Club program is a possibility.
At the Club level, the applicant need not attend a school within the territory of the Club. (A student may be home schooled, for example.) Clubs may use their own discretion in selecting the schools or home school locations from which to solicit applicants. Clubs are requested to coordinate their efforts so that the approach to the school is clear and well-organized. If there are fewer high schools than Rotary Clubs, Clubs may jointly sponsor a contestant, or each Club may sponsor a contestant from the same school.  Clubs are asked to encourage all schools, including parochial and charter schools, to participate.

Procedure

Club and Regional contests are to have the same rules and judging criteria as the District competition. Clubs may decide whether to limit the number of contestants. One winner from each Club may advance to the Regional competition, and one winner from each Region will advance to the District competition. Each Club should select an alternate to compete at the Regional or District level if the first-place winner is unable to attend. In instances where there is only one Club from a Region participating, there will obviously be no reason to conduct a Regional competition. As noted above, Assistant Governors are to coordinate the competition in their Regions. The Regions for Competition correspond to the District’s Regions as follows:

	
	Sue Archibald
	District Executive AG

	Region
	Assistant Governor
	Rotary Clubs

	1
	Fatima Smith
 
	Fort Yuma, Yuma Foothills, Yuma Sunrise, Yuma Crossing

	2
	Marco Ramirez

	San Luis Frontera, Somerton, Yuma North End,  Yuma

	3
	Sue Archibald

	Ajo, Gila Bend,

	4
	Bonnie Palmer

	Casa Grande, Casa Grande Daybreak, Coolidge, Florence

	5
	Dick Kroese

	Globe, Miami-Copper Cities, Superior

	6
	 Barbara Barr
	Marana, Marana Dove Mountain, Oro Valley, Saddlebrooke, Saddlebrooke Sunrise

	7
	Jeff Shields
 
	Vail,  Tucson Kino, Pantano
 Casas Adobes

	8
	Bob Grady

	Catalina, Rincon, Tucson Rotary Club, Tucson Verde

	9
	 Georg Haubner
	Old Pueblo, Tucson Presidio,
 Tucson Sunset, Tucson Sunrise 

	10
	  Bruce Monro
	 Nogales, Rio Rico, Tubac, Maricopa,  

	11
	Kevin Farrow
	Sierra Vista, Sierra Vista South, , Sierra Vista Satellite, Bisbee, Douglas

	12
	Steve Johns
	Sierra Vista West, Sierra Vista Sunrise, Mountain Empire, Benson

	13
	Sara Nolan
	Safford, Wilcox, Gila Valley

	14
	Joyce Finkelstein
	Green Valley, Valle Verde, Sahuarita


A panel of three judges will be selected for each contest. Each judge will have a judging sheet and shall assign points for each aspect of the speech. (See the Judge's Score Sheet on page 5 of this Guide.) In addition, each judge will list a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place choice. The number ratings from the judges will be aggregated, and the placings and prizes determined accordingly. In the event of a tie, the placement choices of the judges will be used to break the tie. Clubs are encouraged to provide prizes for the Club-level contests, as are Regions. Clubs and Regions will be responsible for resourcing awards given at those levels. 

Getting Started

If your Club wishes to sponsor a contestant, complete the Club entry form (page 8 of this Guidebook) and return it with your $25 Club entry fee as soon as possible. The $25 will help cover the District expenses for the competition. Please allocate additional budget to cover the cost of Club level awards and expenses (e.g., meals) for your participants in the Club level contest. As mentioned, Regions will have to resource awards and any other expenses at that level. Send the entry form (and check) to: District Contest Chair, Debra Haddock, and 1302 N. Beverly Ave, Tucson AZ 85712. This guidebook, as well as the contest guidebook for participants, will be posted on the District 5500 website (www.rotaryd5500.org).

YOUR CLUB CONTEST: (Suggestions for What You Need To Do – Actual Procedures Are Up to the Club As Long As the Basic Requirements Described Above Are Met)
1. Notify the District Chair that your Club intends to participate. Return the Club Entry form, with payment, promptly. 

2. Have the person responsible, or your committee, review the contents of this Guidebook. Make copies of information that you want to distribute.

3. Contact the high school principal and explain the contest. Ask the principal to designate a cooperating teacher. Contact the cooperating teacher. Speech and drama teachers are usually the most likely to assist with this project. Volunteer/s to go to the school and teach a lesson that explains all about Rotary, the Four-Way Test and the Speech Contest, why we have it, what the speeches should be about, how they are judged, and what the prize money will be.  In conjunction with the school(s), schedule the competition.
4. It is recommended that there be no more than six contestants in a Club contest. If necessary, Rotarians from your Club should go to the schools to conduct semi-finals. If there is only one participating school in your area, the contest and judging can be held at a Club meeting as the program. If more than one school from your area is competing, have the winners from each school present their speeches as a competition at a regular meeting.

5. For the Club meeting when speeches are given, invite the parents, principal, and cooperating teacher in addition to the speakers. The Club should pay for these additional meals. The award of cash prizes, Four-Way Test plaques, pens, etc. is at the discretion of the Club. If cash awards are to be given, it is recommended that awards of $100, $50 and $25 be given to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners, respectively.

6. Use the Judge's Score Sheet (page 5 of this Guidebook) to determine winners. This will be the scoring sheet used at the Regional and District levels. Be sure the participants have seen and use the form when developing their speeches.

7. Have some "filler time" available during judging. 

8.  Prepare press releases, if possible, to acknowledge your contestants and provide your Club with additional public relations.

9.  Should your contestant win at the Club level, plan to have a Rotarian chaperone your participant at the Regional competition. Students may not participate without a Club chaperone. Plan ahead!

Judge’s Score Sheet

	
	Speakers in Order of Appearance

	Items to be Judged
	Points
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Content
	75 Possible
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Practical application of the Four-Way Test

5 points for each of the 4 points
	20
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of examples that support the speaker's argument
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clarity and expressiveness of language and vocabulary
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar and Syntax
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Development of ideas: presented, supported, explained in clear, logical, order with smooth transitions
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clearly addressed question
	25
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Content Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Delivery
	50 Possible
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear enunciation of words; limited use of unnecessary expressions (uh, like, you know, etc.)
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Good vocal projection, voice expressiveness, tone and pace
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Good eye contact and rapport with audience
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Relaxed yet commanding use of posture and gestures
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to captivate or move the audience
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Delivery Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Points
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deductions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Penalty points reported by timekeeper
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Penalty points for use of props (2 points per infraction)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Penalty points for quoting more than 75 words (1 point per word)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Net Points
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ranking
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Timekeeping

1. Speeches must be at least 5 and not more than 7 minutes in length.

2. Using a stopwatch, record the time of the speech to the second for each speaker on the Timekeeper’s Record. Timing begins when the speech actually begins and stops when the speaker finishes. Compute penalty points, if any, at the rate of 1 point for every 5 seconds, that a contestant speaks under 5 minutes or over 7 minutes.

3. When all the contestants have spoken, the Timekeeper retires with the judges only long enough to advise them of any penalties and present the Timekeeper’s Record.

	
	Speakers in Order of Appearance

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Time
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Penalty Points (1 point for each 5 seconds less than 5 minutes or more than

7 minutes)
	
	
	
	
	
	


(Please complete for the Club Winner and forward to the District Contest Chair immediately upon completion of the Club Competition.)
Speaker Biography

Name: ________________________________________

Name of School: ________________________________

Grade in school: _________________________________

School Contact person: ___________________________

The following information is helpful if we need to contact you.

Parent(s) or Guardian: ____________________________

Telephone Number: ______________________________

Mailing address: _________________________________

_______________________________________________

Email: _________________________________

What are you most interested in (goals, hobbies, special interests, etc.)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


District Contest Chair, Debra Haddock, 1302 N. Beverly Ave. Tucson AZ  85712
Email: haddockhacienda@aol.com
Club Entry Form

Rotary Club: _________________________________________________

Contest Chair: _______________________ Phone#: _________

Address: ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Email Address (required): _______________________________________

Date of Club Contest: ___________________________________________

Entry Fee of $25 is enclosed. Please make check payable to: Rotary District 5500.
(Note: This entry fee helps cover the cost of the Regional and District Contests)

Please note: Entry Form will not be processed without payment.

Participant Guidebooks can be downloaded at www.rotaryd5500.org and copied

Please submit with accompanying $25 fee as soon as possible to:
District Contest Chair, Debra Haddock, 1302 N. Beverly Ave, Tucson AZ 85712
District 5500
Page 4
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